[image: image1.png]c N Codie-X
/> Inrzraarional



[image: image1.png]


Looking for Participants (18-30yrs)

For EVS in Ecuador

Involving Understanding Together
May-June/2012 – September-December/2012
Project Summary
Within the project Involving Understanding Together, a group of four to six volunteers will work towards the development of youth with Children of Ecuador. The volunteer will arrive in a small village to the north of Quito and be introduced to the local childcare centre, La Casita. This centre is very important to the community, as it is the only one providing childcare to this particular neighbourhood. It is not only a childcare centre but it is also a home for children who do not have a home. La Casita houses 12 children, who will live here full-time until they are independent young adults who attend school or secure a job. 


There are two different types of jobs available for volunteers under this project. Volunteers may choose between behaving as a mentor for a small child (ages 2-5) in the mornings and for an older kid (ages 5-12) in the afternoons or staying at the centre full-time to work with the 12 children living as La Casita. The most important aspect of these two projects is that the children receive positive attention and genuine care. 
Some of the tasks may include:
· Assisting in and preparation of non-formal educational and playtime activities for children…
· Interaction with host family for the first month allowing Spanish-language practice, acclimation to the aspects of culture, family life and social norms in Ecuador… 
· Assist in the feeding and sanitary care of the children…

· Assist in delivery of a wide range of interventions and activities offered to the youth at La Casita which fall under themes, such as prevention, self-defence and resilience, computer lessons, and hygiene…
Volunteers will also have the distinct possibility of creating and implementing their own projects for the foundation or within the local community. 

The main objectives of the project are as follows:
· For volunteers to fully integrate into a different culture and become more culturally sensitive.

· To allow the volunteers to contribute to the development of deprived and excluded youth and/or for volunteers to engage in voluntary activities, which match their personal or professional interest.

· For volunteers is to get to know the culture, help the children towards a better future, to break the vicious cycle in which the children live and to help build to a better community.

Project Guidelines:

Please take note of the following conditions that apply to each possible participant:

1. Candidates should have a keen interest in youth and/or project development.

2. Volunteers should work well in groups and multicultural environments.

3. Volunteers should be prepared to tackle the challenges associated with volunteer-work abroad including health and safety risks. Volunteers can reduce these risks by following recommendations for locally appropriate behavior, exercising sound judgment, and abiding by Code-X International and Children of Ecuador policies and procedures. 
4. Volunteers have all of the rights and responsibilities within the EVS Charter including our effort to ensure a productive, healthy, and safe experience for volunteers through collaboration on project development with local communities, and access to a project mentor who is there to ensure support and meet with volunteers weekly.  

Interested?!? Contact Elaine Sierra at elaine@code-x.nl 
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